
72 

CONFERENCE 6.—8.9.2017 TU-BERLIN

72 

CHANG
FROM C

Ratan J BA
Founder Pa
Ratan J. Ba
Mumbai, Ind
rjbwork@gm

Summary:

The paper u
and urban c
transience o
ultimately d
the footbridg
impacted to
changes tha
of today’s p
infrastructur
outlines the
to take thes
paper prese
connections
and literally 
developmen
its vehicular
cities more 

Keywords:

1. Chronolo

The Ram S
and one of t
remote rainf
the Khasi tr
the other fo
materials lik
design’, an 
stages, due
on moving t
India where

 
2. Infrastru

Numerically
solely comp
transport. In

ING PAR
CONNEC

ATLIBOI 
artner  
atliboi - Cons
dia 
mail.com

unfolds the jo
context. The 
or permanen
efines their d
ge like acces

o their succes
at some of th

pedestrian ne
re in general
 attempts of 

se learning’s 
ents is the ne
s solely for th
side-lined o

nt of cities by
r counterpart
pedestrian fr

footbridges
sensitive st

ogical grow

etu Bridge co
the historica
forests of Me
ibes, succes
otbridges bu

ke ropes, bam
extensive ex

e to the limite
the people ac
e infrastructu

ucture plann

y speaking, 1
pleted by foo
n spite of this

RADIGM
CTORS TO

sultants Priva

ourney of foo
footbridges 

nce of their n
design aesth
ssibility, site 
ss or failure a
he old footbri
eeds. This giv
 and the opp
RJB-CPL as
through spe

eed for such 
he pedestrian
n non-existe
y the measur
ts. The centr
riendly and in

s; negotiating
tructural des

wth of foot br

onnecting th
lly earliest kn
eghalaya in e
ssively over t
uilt in the rura
mboos or po
xperimentatio
ed availability
cross similar
re planning i

ning in India

5 million trip
t. These incl

s, different pa

OF INDIA
O DESTI

ate Limited(R

otbridges from
are studied f
ature, buildin
etics. It delve
context integ
at multiple sc
dges have u
ves an indica
portunities fo
s a leading d
cific example
footbridges t
ns who are th

ent sidewalks
re of its ‘walk
ral idea of the
nclusive in n

g boundaries
ign; place m

ridges in Ind

e Indian sub
nown footbrid
eastern India
he period of 

al counterpar
ntoons. Even
on of constru
y of technolog
r difficult terra
s undertaken

n cities: 

ps out of the t
ude last mile
arts of the cit

AN FOO
INATION

RJB-CPL), 

m the vast sp
from the lens
ng materials 
es into the p
gration and s
cales. It furth
undergone an
ation of the fa

or footbridges
design firm in
es from their
to commemo
he largest co

s of India. Th
kabilty’ and t
e paper is ho
ature. 

s; celebratory
aking; walka

dia:

b-continent to
dge in the In
a is that of th
15-30 years

rts of India til
n though som
uction metho
gical resourc
ains on foot 
n formally fo

total of 28.5 
e connectivity
ties are bein

TBRIDG
S

pectrum of In
s of their nee
and constru

planning princ
stakeholder r
her goes on t
nd their adap
actors that d
s in particula
n India in coll
r professiona
orate places 
ontributors to
e paper also
he role that t
ow these des

y destination
abilty network

o Sri Lanka is
dian context
e Living root

s. With the ex
ll date, are m
me of these b
dologies is u
ces in the rem
does not how
r cities unlike

million trips 
y and trips w
g linked with

ES: 

ndia’s historic
ed in their res
ction method
ciples that ha
range that ha
to discuss th
ptation or lac
ictate the pre
r within the In
aboration wit

al practice. Th
that are uniq

o the modal s
o debates the
the footbridg
stination brid

; emerging b
k; pause spa

s supposedly
. Another co
ts bridges ma
xception of th

made from re
bridges are t
undertaken d
mote location
wever, hold t
e the rural re

undertaken i
without any ot
h only high sp

cal, rural, pe
spective cont
dologies and
ave been con
ave directly o
e morpholog

ck thereof to 
emise for pe
ndian contex
th structural 
he question 
que. It provo
share but rem
e notion of ba
es might pla
ges could m

bridge design
aces  

y 1.7 million 
ompelling mo
ade by the m
hese rare ca

eadily availab
temporal in n
during the co
ns. The sam
true in the ur

egions.   

in a city like 
ther motorize
peed vehicul

eri-urban 
texts, the 
 how it 
nsidered for 
or indirectly 
gical
the needs 

edestrian 
xt. It later 
designers 
that this 
kes these 
main majorly
asing the 
y viz-a-viz 
ake our 

n concepts;

years old 
odel from the 
members of 
ses, most of

ble natural 
nature ‘by 
nstruction 
e emphasis 
rban cities of

Mumbai are 
ed modes of 
ar  

y

f

f

DOI: 10.24904/footbridge2017.09701

https://doi.org/10.24904/footbridge2017.09701


 73

CONFERENCE 6.—8.9.2017 TU-BERLIN

 73

connections
consideratio
leisure purp
mode of tra
eventual sp
heights with
corridors or 

3. Leapfrog

In the past d
manoeuvrin
farther neig
sometimes 
these mush
any pause p
planning pro
adjoining fa

4. Opportu

In a context
standards in
towards and
advantage o
vehicular ro
interaction.

5. Footbrid

Ratan J Bat
part of the jo
experienced
Footbridge 
completed i

The other fo
bridge over 
connects so
shiny office 

During the e
an over spe
basis or dur

5. Discussi

While rural 
urban centr
By working 
to align thes
to clean the
city or even
become live

s; wherein pr
ons. The con
poses have n
nsport being

parsely locate
h no structura

worse, tryin

gging to sky

decades in c
ng across som
hbourhoods 
leapfrogged 

hrooming sky
points in thei
ocess. This r
bric proved f

nities of foo

t like Mumba
n cities, such
d provide to 
of an elevate

oad or any ot

dges through

tliboi- Consu
ourney of ma
d and adored
crossing Sio
n the year 19

ootbridge wh
the Mithi rive

ocially divers
complexes o

entire proces
ecification of 
ring a specia

ion and Con

India has se
es within Ind
towards prov
se eventual ‘
e ‘view’ that t
 a neighbour

eable, social 

rovisions for 
nstruction of t
never really g
g inversely pr
ed foot bridge
al aesthetics
g to trespass

ywalks: 

cities like Mu
metimes non
towards the 
the construc

ywalks failed 
r long and m
resulted in re
fatal to its ac

otbridges in

ai, where the 
h footbridges
its citizens th
ed view point
her location 

h profession

ltants Private
any such suc
d by its cities
on Panvel Ex
997 along w

hich is in the 
er in collabo

se neighbour
of the Bandra

ss of design d
design and a

al event..  

nclusions:

en the adven
dia seem to b
viding improv
walkabilty’ n
he footbridge
rhood scale. 
and truly inc

pedestrians 
these pedes
gained much
roportional to
es that are p
or street fur

s at grade ins

mbai, these
n negotiable 

railway stati
ction of sidew
to gain popu

monotonous j
estrictive com
cclimatization

Indian cont

green lung o
s could becom
heir share of 
t which allow
that allows t

nal practice

e Limited (RJ
ccessful pub
s while some
pressway ab
ith Shirish Pa

pipeline, is th
ration with S
hoods of the
a Kurla Com

developmen
allow the use

nt and refine
be just about
ved pedestri
etworks. The
es would be 
This would b

clusive cities.

have formed
strian connec
 momentum 

o that of their
planned to tra
rniture to eng
stead of actu

foot bridges 
territories lik
ions. This ex
walks for wan
ularity in the 
ourney and 

mmuter safet
n within the c

text- from C

of the City ar
me potential 
breathing sp

ws the users t
he user to en

e:

JB-CPL) has
lic places an

e others are s
butting Juina
atel & Assoc

he competitio
Schlaich Berg
e Dharavi slu
mplex. 

t, what we co
ers to approp

ement in desi
t warming up
an infrastruc
e pause poin
crossing ove
be real indica
.

d an implied 
ctions for com

in India with
r vehicular co
averse these
gage the ped
ually making 

have been a
ke mangroves
xperiment of 
nt of wider ro
city due to v
lack of local 
ty and progra
context.

Connectors t

re nowhere c
places or de

paces to the 
to gaze at th
ngage with it

s in their prac
nd footbridge
still in the pip
gar Railway 

ciates Consu

on winning e
germann Par
ms abutting 

onstantly str
priate the use

gn for footbr
p to the idea o
cture, footbrid
nts on the foo
er and becom
ators of deve

subset witho
mmuting, mu
h the investm
ounterparts i
 roads are a

destrians wan
use of this in

augmented b
s, conveying
grade separa
oads in these
arious reaso
stakeholder 

ammatic disc

to Destinatio

close to the p
estinations to
city. A footbr
e subject be
ts surroundin

ctice of over 
s, some of w

peline. Juinag
station is on
ltants Private

entry of the P
rtner This brid
Maharashtra

uggled with w
e of the spac

ridges for mo
of permanen
dges could b
otbridges cou
me destinatio
elopment of o

out any dedic
ch less for re

ment towards 
n India. Ofte

at undeniably
nting to esca
nfrastructure

by long skyw
g huge crowd
ration for ped
e zones. Non
ons like the a

participation
connect with 

ons:

proposed urb
o effectively p
ridge has an

e it a riverban
ng passively 

three decad
which have b
gar Pedestra

ne such exam
e Ltd. 

Pedestrian an
dge spans 3
a Nature Par

was the need
ces on an ev

ore than half 
nt footbridges
become pote
uld also drive
ons whether 
our cities, wh

cated design
ecreation or 
this critical 

en the 
y elevated 
ape these 
e.

alks
ds from 
destrians 
netheless, 
absence of 
n in the 
the

ban design 
pitch in 

n added 
nk or a 
without any 

es been a 
een

ain
mple

nd Cyclist 
50m and 

rk to the 

d to restrict 
eryday

a century, 
s for leisure. 
ntial guides 
e the need 
at a state, 
hen they 




